
Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE!
PROJECT INTRODUCTION
PROJECT SCOPE + STUDY AREA:
This planning project is focused on expanding open space 
opportunities and improving vehicular, biking, and walking 
connections for the neighborhoods surrounding the Mason Park 
and Church-Dodge areas. 

The study area includes the properties highlighted on the map 
(at right) and described below. 

EXISTING MASON PARK
Mason Park is a City owned park located south 
of Church Street, between the former Railroad 
Embankment and Florence Avenue. Existing park 
features include a field house, basketball courts, 
tennis courts, a baseball field, a soccer field, 
and a playground. Mason Park also includes an 
undeveloped sloped parcel of property, located 
south of Davis Street and east of the former 
Railroad Embankment.

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA
This former railroad Right of Way (the Mayfair 
Cut-off) dates back to the late 1880s. The line 
was discontinued in the 1980’s and the land 
was subdivided and sold to private owners. This 
property also includes high tension electrical 
transmission lines.  At the time of its original 
construction, the Mayfair Cut-off was located west 
of the majority of Evanston’s populated area. 
The City has since expanded westward and the 
embankment now bisects much of the City’s west 
side.  At Mason Park the embankment disrupts 
neighborhood access, resulting in safety and 
security concerns.  Over the past several years, 
the City purchased many of the former Right-of-
Way parcels to correct these issues and reconnect 
neighborhoods.

CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION
The Church-Dodge Intersection is located 
nearby to active businesses, neighborhoods, and 
Evanston Township High School (ETHS). This 
busy intersection accommodates vehicles, buses, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians. The intersection often 
feels congested and lacks continuous flow for all 
users.

Throughout this study, the City is seeking public feedback about 
desired improvements via online surveys and public meetings. 
The result of this study will be a Concept Plan that will be used 
by the City to guide future improvements within the Mason Park 
and Church-Dodge Area.  

Existing Mason Park Area

Mason Park Expansion Area (former Railroad Embankment)

Church-Dodge Intersection Area
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COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 

446 ParticipantsSurvey Results (1 of 2) Survey Dates Feburary 15th - March 15th 2024
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COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 

Survey Results (2 of 2) 446 Participants
Survey Dates Feburary 15th - March 15th 2024
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | SITE SECTIONS

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
Existing Conditions - Sections 1 + 2

City of Evanston, IL

SECTION 1:  CHURCH STREET EAST OF DODGE AVENUE, LOOKING EAST

SECTION 2:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN EAST/WEST DAVIS STREET, LOOKING NORTH
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Existing Conditions - Sections 3 + 4
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SECTION 3:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN ETHS (NORTH) PARKING LOT AND MASON PARK/ALLEY (EAST), LOOKING NORTH

SECTION 4:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN ETHS (SOUTH) PARKING LOT AND NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES, LOOKING NORTH
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EXISTING MASON PARK AREA | MAP
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EXISTING MASON PARK AREA | SITE PHOTOS
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(View West)



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

EXISTING MASON PARK AREA | OPPORTUNITIES 

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE UP TO (4) STICKERS TO 
SELECT YOUR PREFERRED 

ENHANCEMENTS

USE THE POST-IT NOTES TO ADD 
YOUR COMMENTS

ENHANCE EXISTING FIELD HOUSE / BATHROOMS ENHANCE / REPLACE EXISTING PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

ADD A DOG PARK ADD PICKLEBALL ADD FITNESS / EXERCISE STATIONS

USE EXISTING SLOPE FOR A SLED HILL USE EXISTING SLOPE FOR AN EMBANKMENT SLIDE USE EXISTING SLOPE FOR A CLIMBING WALL

ADD TERRACED SEATING ADD BIOSWALES / RAIN GARDENS ADD PLAY MOUNDS



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA | MAP

1

2

3

4

5

67

8

9

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE THE POST-IT 

NOTES TO ADD YOUR 
COMMENTS

EVANSTON 
TOWNSHIP HIGH 

SCHOOL 
(ETHS)

GIBBS-
MORRISON
CULTURAL 

CENTER

YOUTH +  
OPPORTUNITY 

UNITED 
(Y.O.U.)

NORTH 
ETHS 

PARKING

SOUTH 
ETHS 

PARKING

MASON
PARK

Potential
Future Edible 

Acre Site

EDIBLE ACRE

# Site Photograph Locations



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA | SITE PHOTOS
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South End of Embankment at Lake / Dodge Intersection 
(View North)

Embankment / South ETHS Parking 
(View North)
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(View South)
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(View South)
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(View North)

Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment 
(View West)

Embankment / South ETHS Parking Lot 
(View South)

Private Drive West of Grove St Along Embankment
(View West)
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MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA | OPPORTUNITIES
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Vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic counts 
were conducted Wednesday April 26, 2023 for a 
24-hour period. 

Peak hours of traffic were observed as follows:
AM PEAK: 7:45am-8:30am
PM PEAK: 4:45pm-5:30pm

Evanston Township High School hours are from 
8:00 am to 3:35 pm from August to June.

CHALLENGES: 
•	 Eastbound through traffic has an 

excessive delay during the AM rush. 
The lack of a dedicated left turn lane 
for eastbound traffic potentially 
contributes to the delay.

•	 Westbound through traffic has an 
excessive delay during the AM rush. 
The lack of a dedicated left turn lane 
for westbound traffic potentially 
contributes to the delay.

•	 The change from street level to 
sidewalk level can cause confusion for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

OPPORTUNITIES:
•	 Consider adding a dedicated left turn 

lane for eastbound and westbound 
motorists on Church Street at Dodge 
Avenue.

•	 Consider creating a dedicated lane for 
bicyclists through the intersection.
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Bike Lanes Along Dodge Ave South of Lake St
(View North)

South West Corner of Dodge Ave / Lake St 
(View East)

Divvy Station Along Church St at Dodge Ave
(View West)

Off-Street Cycle Track Along Church St at Dodge Ave
(View West)

Protected Bike Lane along Church Street
(View East)

Intersection of Dodge Ave / Church St
(View North)

Intersection of Dodge Ave / Church St
(View West)

Dodge Ave / Lake St
(View North)

Mid-Block Crossing Along Dodge Ave
(View North)

Bikes Lanes Along Dodge Ave / ETHS
(View North)

Sidewalk / ETHS Parking Lot Along Dodge Ave
(View South)
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THANK YOU!

NEXT STEPS

Thank you for participating in the Open House!
Initial concepts will be presented at Public Meeting #2, anticipated Summer 2024.

Stay tuned to the project website for more information:

www.cityofevanston.org/MasonChurchDodge
Scan the code with the camera app on your smart phone
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